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Whernside Cushion Pattern 
 

This pattern is reproduced with kind permission of The Knitter 
 

 
This cushion is knitted with two different 
wools.  In the photographed examples 
these are two wools from the same breed 
of sheep.  The brown version is knitted with 
North Ronaldsay wool in grey and brown, 
and the grey version is with Herdwick wool 
combined with a Herdwick/Bleuface 
Leicester blend. 
 
The cushion is patterned on the front and 
plain on the back with a buttoned opening. 
 

 
Tension: 
 
The tension of this piece is critical to achieve the desired size. Please take the time to test a tension square 
to ensure you use the correct sized needles to knit this cushion (see ‘Important Note’). 
 
23 sts and 44-46 rows to 10 cm for pattern; 18 sts and 24 rows to 10 cm for stocking stitch.  Adjust needle 
size to give correct tension if yours doesn’t work out with the 4.5 mm needles.  Some may even need 
slightly different sized needles for front and back! 
 
 
You will need: 
 

• Approx 200g aran weight pure wool in shade A  
• Approx 100g aran weight pure wool in shade B  
• 1 pair 4.5 mm straight needles 
• 5 buttons, each approx 20 to 25 mm (3/4 to 1 inch) 
• 41 cm (16 inch) square cushion pad 

 
 
Stitch Pattern for front: 
 
Rows 1 and 3:  with yarn A, k2, *keeping yarn at back slip 1 purlwise, k2*.  Repeat * to *. 
Rows 2 and 4:  with yarn A, k2, *yarn forward, slip 1 purlwise, yarn back, k2*.  Repeat * to *. 
Rows 5 and 7:  with yarn B, k1, *keeping yarn at back slip 1 purlwise, k2*.  Repeat  * to * until 1 st 
   remains, k1. 
Rows 6 and 8:  with yarn B, k3, *yarn forward, slip 1 purlwise, yarn back, k2*.  Repeat  * to * until  
   2 sts remain, slip 1, k1. 
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Important Note: 
 
The finished size of this knitted cushion is really important as it needs to fit snugly over the cushion pad.  
To ensure this, test your tension as follows: 
 
With 4.5mm needles cast on 32 sts and work in design pattern for seven repeats (56 rows in total) and 
cast off.  Now, laying the knitted sample out on a flat surface, mark a 10 cm square in the centre of the 
piece using pins.  Count the stitches or rows comprising this 10 cm square.  If you have more or less than 
23 sts and 44-46 rows please retest on smaller or larger sized needles until you reach the same numbers 
as in the given tension.  This is especially important for the stitches as the width cannot easily be adjusted 
whereas a small adjustment in rows to give correct height is more straight forward. 
 
Using the needles that gave the closest number of stitches to the stated tension, make another tension 
square in stocking stitch.   Cast on 26 sts but you will only need to work 30 rows.  Some knitters may 
require a slightly different needle size to obtain the correct tension for stocking stitch, though most won’t.  
 
 
Instructions: 
 
Front 
Cast on 92 sts using yarn A and 4.5 mm needles (or needle size required to give correct tension). 
Knit 2 rows in yarn B. 
Work stitch pattern rows 1 to 8 until you piece measures 41 cm.  Cast off all stitches. 
 
 
Back 
Piece one:  Cast on 71 sts using yarn A and 4.5 mm needles (or needle size required to give correct 
tension). 
Work in stocking stitch (knit one row, purl one row) until your piece measures 18.5 cm, ending with a 
wrong side row. 
Next row: *k1, p1*.  Repeat * to * to last stitch, k1. 
Repeat this row nine more times, so working a total of 10 rows in moss stitch.  Cast off all stitches. 
 
Piece two: Cast on 71 sts using yarn A and 4.5 mm needles (or needle size required to give correct 
tension). 
Work in stocking stitch (knit one row, purl one row) until your piece measures 18.5 cm. 
Next row: *k1, p1*.  Repeat * to * to last stitch, k1. 
Repeat this row three more times, so working a total of 4 rows in moss stitch. 
 
Buttonhole row 1 
*(k1, p1) five times, cast off 2 sts*.  Repeat * to * four more times. (k1, p1) five times, k1. 
 
Buttonhole row 2 
k1 *(p1, k1) five times, cast on 2 sts*.  Repeat * to * four more times. (p1, k1) five times. 
 
Work four more rows in moss stitch.  Cast off all stitches. 
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Finishing: 
 
Taking the two back pieces, overlap the moss stitch bands with the buttonholes lying above the band in 
piece one and tack the two pieces together along the full width of the cushion with waste yarn. 
 
Block the front and back to the correct size. 
 
With right sides together, sew the front to back on all four sides.  Remove tacking stitches and turn right 
side out. 
 
Sew your buttons to the underside moss stitch flap, aligning with the buttonholes in the upper moss stitch 
flap. 
 
Insert the cushion pad, fasten the buttons and enjoy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This pattern first appeared in issue 55 of The Knitter magazine (2013) 
 
 Sheepfold/Au (2013) 

to purchase pure wool to make this cushion or wonderful knit and felt kits visit www.sheepfold.co.uk 


